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mutual banter in which the friends were indulging,1 and of CHAP.
the playful affection with which Ruskin seasoned his familiar
talk. Ruskin said that he must decline to take drawings
" after they have been more than nine times entirely
rubbed out." "You are a conceited monkey," he wrote,
"thinking your pictures right when I tell you positively
they are wrong. What do you know about the matter,
I should like to know ?" Ruskin appears not to have pre-
served Rossetti's letters to himself, but letters to other
correspondents suggest the kind of way in which Rossetti
paid Ruskin back. Ruskin was for diligence and concentra-
tion ; and to that end proposed to throw Rossetti into prison:
"we will have the cell made nice, airy, cheery, and tidy,
and you'll get on with your work gloriously." That was all
very well, but Ruskin himself had allowed ten years to inter-
pose between successive volumes of Modern Painters, " who,
I tell him," wrote Rossetti, " will be old masters before the
work is ended." 2 Their views on many subjects differed,
and Rossetti, we may be sure, never feigned acquiescence.
Sometimes he was frankly bored; as with the first chapter
of Unto this Last, when it appeared in the Oornhill: " who
could read it," he wrote to Allingham, " or anything about
such bosh? " "Ruskin I saw the other day," he says again,
" and pitched into, he talked such awful rubbish; but he is
a dear old chap, too, and as soon as he was gone I wrote my
sorrows to him."3

To Rossetti the poet as to Rossetti the painter, the friend-
ship was stimulating and helpful. Rossetti had shown Ruskin
his translations from the Italian. Ruskin greatly admired
them and gave the money-guarantee which seems to have
been required to secure their publication.4 In 1856 Rossetti
had published in the Oxford and Cambridge Magazine
his "Burden of Nineveh." Ruskin had no inkling of the
authorship, and wrote to Rossetti " wild to know the author "

1  Mr. A. 0. Benson, in his mono-
graph on Rossetti, p. 32, seems to
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